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Allá Abajo/Down Below is a visual response to 

Philadelphia by artist Ornella Ridone. She is 

the first recipient of the Julia Zagar Residency 

for Women Artists, a program that supports 

contemporary female artists working in the 

tradition of handcrafting and folk art. Ridone, 

who lives in Oaxaca, Mexico, was invited to stay 

in Philadelphia in early 2017. Her pieces, all 

sewn on discarded clothing, feature stories from 

both Mexican and American residents, and will 

illustrate the complex, multilayered relationship 

between the two countries.



Escudo Nacional 1
Embroidery on fabric  |  16.5 x 16.5  |  $300

Escudo Nacional 2
Embroidery on fabric  |  16.5 x 16.5  |  $300



Escudo Nacional 3
Embroidery on fabric  |  16.5 x 16.5  |  $300

Escudo Nacional 4
Embroidery on fabric  |  16.5 x 16.5  |  $300



Escudo Nacional 5
Embroidery on fabric  |  16.5 x 16.5  |  $300

Escudo Nacional 6
Embroidery on fabric  |  16.5 x 16.5  |  $300



Escudo Nacional 7
Embroidery on fabric  |  16.5 x 16.5  |  $300

Escudo Nacional 8
Embroidery on fabric  |  16.5 x 16.5  |  $300



Allá Abajo (Floor Installation)
Embroidery on clothing  |  Size varies  |  NFS



St. Cemetery
Embroidery on fabric  |  13.5 x 12.5  |  $500

Hunger
Embroidery on fabric  |  14 x 13  |  $600 



Un Grande Vuoto
Embroidery on fabric  |  13.5 x 14  |  $500

Allá Abajo
Embroidery on fabric  |  13 x 14  |  $500



Live Fearless
Embroidery on fabric  |  14 x 14  |  $600

No Turn on Red
Embroidery on fabric  |  14 x 14  |  $600



American Eagle
Embroidery on fabric  |  15 x 14  |  $600

I Am Cheap
Embroidery on fabric  |  14.5 x 14.5  |  $600



Male Archetype
Embroidery on fabric  |  14.5 x 27  |  $600

Septa Landscape
Embroidery on fabric  |  14 x 14.5  |  $600



Mutter 1
Embroidery on fabric  |  15 x 27.5  |  $800

Más Vale
Embroidery on fabric  |  19.5 x 19.5  |  $500



Mutter 2
Embroidery on fabric  |  14.5 x 29  |  $800

Thinking About Suicide
Embroidery on fabric  |  14.5 x 27  |  $800



Mutter 3
Embroidery on overalls  |  14.5 x 29  |  $800

Buddhist Temple
Embroidery on fabric  |  15 x 23  |  $600



Más es Siempre Mejor 
Embroidery on overalls  |  36 x 36 x 64  |  $2,000

A B O U T  P H I L A D E P H I A’ S  M A G I C  G A R D E N S

P h i l a d e l p h i a’ s  M a g i c  G a r d e n s  ( P M G )  i s  a  n o n p r o f i t  v i s i o n a r y  a r t  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d 

c o m m u n i t y  a r t s  c e n t e r  l o c a t e d  i n  I s a i a h  Z a g a r ’ s  l a r g e s t  p u b l i c  a r t w o r k .

S p a n n i n g  h a l f  a  b l o c k  o n  P h i l a d e l p h i a’ s  f a m o u s  S o u t h  S t r e e t ,  t h e  m u s e u m  i n c l u d e s 

a n  i m m e r s i v e  o u t d o o r  a r t  i n s t a l l a t i o n  a n d  i n d o o r  g a l l e r i e s .  Z a g a r  c r e a t e d  t h e  s p a c e 

u s i n g  n o n t r a d i t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l s  s u c h  a s  f o l k  a r t  s t a t u e s ,  f o u n d  o b j e c t s ,  b i c y c l e  w h e e l s , 

c o l o r f u l  g l a s s  b o t t l e s ,  h a n d - m a d e  t i l e s ,  a n d  t h o u s a n d s  o f  g l i t t e r i n g  m i r r o r s .  T h e  s i t e 

i s  e n v e l o p e d  i n  v i s u a l  a n e c d o t e s  a n d  p e r s o n a l  n a r r a t i v e s  t h a t  r e f e r  t o  Z a g a r ’ s  l i f e , 

f a m i l y,  a n d  c o m m u n i t y,  a s  w e l l  a s  r e f e r e n c e s  f r o m  t h e  w i d e r  w o r l d  s u c h  a s  i n f l u e n t i a l 

a r t  h i s t o r y  f i g u r e s  a n d  o t h e r  v i s i o n a r y  a r t i s t s  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t s . 

P M G  i s  a  u n i q u e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  d e s t i n a t i o n  t h a t  i n s p i r e s  c r e a t i v i t y  a n d  c o m m u n i t y 

e n g a g e m e n t  b y  p r o v i d i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d  d i v e r s e  p u b l i c  p r o g r a m m i n g 

t o  t h o u s a n d s  o f  v i s i t o r s  e a c h  y e a r.  Fo r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  v i s i t 

w w w . p h i l l y m a g i c g a r d e n s . o r g


